
Date: February 17, 2021 
Title: Religion or Personal Relationship? 
Text: Acts 4 
 
Scripture: Acts 4 [NLT] 

Peter and John Before the Council 
1While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were confronted by the priests, the captain of 
the Temple guard, and some of the Sadducees. 2 These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John 
were teaching the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. 3 They arrested them 
and, since it was already evening, put them in jail until morning. 4 But many of the people who heard 
their message believed it, so the number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000. 
5 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and teachers of religious law met in 
Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, along with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and other relatives 
of the high priest.7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what power, or in whose name, 
have you done this?” 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people, 9 are we being 
questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he 
was healed?10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the 
powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene,[a] the man you crucified but whom God raised from the 
dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, 
‘The stone that you builders rejected 
    has now become the cornerstone.’[b] 
12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be 
saved.” 
13 The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they 
could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized 
them as men who had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed 
standing right there among them, there was nothing the council could say. 15 So they ordered Peter and 
John out of the council chamber[c] and conferred among themselves. 
16 “What should we do with these men?” they asked each other. “We can’t deny that they have 
performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. 17 But to keep them from 
spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name 
again.” 18 So they called the apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the 
name of Jesus. 
19 But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20 We cannot 
stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.” 
21 The council then threatened them further, but they finally let them go because they didn’t know how 
to punish them without starting a riot. For everyone was praising God 22 for this miraculous sign—the 
healing of a man who had been lame for more than forty years. 
 
The Believers Pray for Courage 
23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the 
leading priests and elders had said.24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices 
together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in 
them— 25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying, 
‘Why were the nations so angry? 
    Why did they waste their time with futile plans? 
26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; 
    the rulers gathered together 
against the LORD 
    and against his Messiah.’[d] 
27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the 
Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, your holy servant, whom you 
anointed. 28 But everything they did was determined beforehand according to your will.29 And now, O 
Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out 
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your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they 
preached the word of God with boldness. 
 
The Believers Share Their Possessions 
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their 
own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, 
because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give 
to those in need. 
36 For instance, there was Joseph, the one the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (which means “Son of 
Encouragement”). He was from the tribe of Levi and came from the island of Cyprus. 37 He sold a field he 
owned and brought the money to the apostles. 
 

Observation: 
o This chapter talks about “Peter and John Before the Council,” “The Believers Pray for Courage,” and 

“The Believers Share Their Possessions.” 
o For the past few weeks I was reading through the Gospel books, being part of our daily devotion. I 

have read those passages several times before but I just can’t help myself but to be amazed of how 
blinded the people are, most especially the religious leaders. 

o I am so amazed of their unbelief and hardheadedness. They had witnessed so many miracles 
performed by the Lord Jesus – the people who were born blind were able to see, those who were 
lame and crippled were able to walk, demon-possessed people are being freed and even the dead 
were raised back to life. Yet the religious people are so full of unbelief. It is beyond comprehension! 
It’s unbelievable! 

o Here are some examples: 

 Jesus healed a man with a deformed hand and the Pharisees plotted to kill Him [Matthew 12:9-
14] 

 Jesus healed the demon-possessed and He was accused of getting His power from Satan 
[Matthew 12:22-24] 

 Jesus healed the man who was born blind [John 9]. I found this incident humorous – the 
conversation between the man who was born blind and whom Jesus healed and the Pharisees. 

 Jesus raised Lazarus back to life after being dead for 4 days and the religious leaders were all 
the more plotted to kill Him [John 11:43-47]. 

o Religion is very dangerous. Religious people even kill those who go against them. 
o This chapter is an example of contrast between being religious and being a follower of Jesus. 
o Acts 3 – 4 is an example of a parallel incident where Peter healed a lame man from birth, in the 

name of Jesus. This was the second miracle that happened during the early Christian Church. The 
first miracle of course had happened during the first evangelistic preaching of Apostle Peter where 
about 3,000 people repented and received Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. Also, we can 
learn the difference between the religious leaders versus Peter and John. What made the 
difference? Relationship with the Lord Jesus! Peter and John had a personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus while the religious people don’t have.  

o Relate the incident: 
1. Healing of the lame man from birth [Acts 3:1-9] 
2. Peter took the opportunity and preached at the temple [Acts 3:12–26] 

- Peter had an audience and he capitalized on the opportunity to share Jesus Christ.  
 He clearly presented his message by telling: who Jesus is; how the Jews had rejected 

Him; that they have a choice and God is offering them the opportunity to believe and 
receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. 

- Let’s pray that we will have the courage and boldness like Peter to see these opportunities 
and use them to speak up for Christ. 

3. Peter and John were caught preaching and were arrested [Acts 4:1-4]. Take note [verses 3–4]: 
- Wow! What a privilege to be imprisoned because of your faith in Jesus! 



- Wow! What a privilege to be imprisoned if you could bring 5,000 people to Christ! 
- Would you be willing to suffer 1 night in jail for the sake of even 1 person being brought to 

Christ? 
- What do you risk in witnessing for Christ – rejection, persecution?  
- Whatever the risk, we should realize that nothing that is done for God is ever wasted. 

4. Peter and John before the Council of Rulers, Elders and Teachers of the Law [Acts 4:5–12]. 
- What did Peter do? He preached to the members of the Ruling Council with boldness.  
- The Council’s question was simple [verse 7 “By what power, or in whose name, have you 

done this?”]. Peter could have answered “in Jesus’ name” period. But no, Peter preached 
about Jesus. That there’s no other name under heaven where people can be saved – only 
the name of Jesus.  

- He was not afraid at all unlike before. Why? Because he was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
5. The members of the Ruling Council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John 

[Acts 4:13] 
- Know that Peter and John were unschooled. They did not have BS or MS or PhD in Theology 

or Divinity. They were just ordinary people when the Lord Jesus called them to be His 
disciples. 

- The Council was amazed at what being with Jesus had done for them. 
- Brothers and sisters, what do people see in you that would make them say that you are 

truly with the Lord Jesus?  
- A changed life convinces people of Christ’s power. 
- One of your greatest testimonies is the difference others see in your life – the change of 

your attitude and your character since you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  
6. The Council threatened Peter and John not to teach or speak about Jesus anymore [Acts 4:16-

18]. 
- Although the evidence was overwhelming and irrefutable [a miraculously-healed man], the 

religious leaders refused to believe in Christ and did their best to suppress the truth. Don’t 
be like the religious people who love their religion more than God. Satan and their religious 
leaders had blinded them so they could not see and accept the truth about Christ. 

- Don’t be surprised if some people reject you even if they see miraculous healings. 
- Don’t give up. Pray for them and continue to share the Good News. 

7. Look at the response of Peter and John [Acts 4:19-20]. 
- Peter and John’s passion and zeal for the Lord was so strong that they could not keep quiet, 

even when they were threatened. 
- How is your witnessing for Jesus? Would you like to be like Peter and John? 

 
Application: 

o I am forever grateful unto the Lord Jesus for setting me free from religion, and by His grace I now 
have a personal relationship with Him. 

o I shall preach to people with boldness about the Good News of Jesus Christ when given the 
opportunity. 

o I shall not be discouraged when I am rejected after preaching the Good news. 
 

Prayer: 
Lord, I am forever grateful unto You for setting me free from my religion, and through Your grace I now 
have a personal relationship with You. Lord, help me to preach to people with boldness about the Good 
News when given the opportunity. Lord, help me not to be discouraged when I am rejected after 
preaching the Good news. All these I pray in Jesus Name! Amen!   

 
My Key Verse:  Acts 4:7-13 [NLT] 

7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what power, or in whose name, have you done 
this?” 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people, 9 are we being 
questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he 
was healed?10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the 
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powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene,[a] the man you crucified but whom God raised from the 
dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, 
‘The stone that you builders rejected 
    has now become the cornerstone.’[b] 
12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be 
saved.” 
13 The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they 
could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized 
them as men who had been with Jesus.  
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